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OVERPRODUCTION,

THE LAW OF SUPPLY AND DEMAND.

A Monstrous Falsehood Uttersd by a
Mis-Statesmen, und Given out By
a Senlle Editor Through a
Corrupt Press.

OVERPFRODUCTION IMPOSSIBLIL,

Thoughts for Statcunen--A Roemedy
For Havd Times,

By W, § Morgan, Author of “History of tha Whea!
and Allnncs and Yha Impending Revelution.”)

Wrltten tor the Apvocar

Many years ago Thomns Carlyle wrato
of us as u people, that wé would “have
our twal perlod”,

STe will be" says he* when Bewlth (4 in-
taot, cropa abundant, sod the munifeant
hand open. Then so-called stutesmen will
ery overproduction, and the man of the
ballot, the self-rolinnt tho self-plant, will
go the ballot box amiilst hunger nnd des
titution, but surrounded by the glitter of
solf rule, und ratify by kis ballotthe mon-
strous Mulselood, overproduction, uttered
by migstatesmen mud vindleatod by the
same bullot; the lnfamous le thrown up-
on the braeze by a senilo editor through
n corrupt press, and thus hring ruin upon
the country, serfdom upen himsell and
the death of oppression upon his chil-
dren”

Hud Mr. Cirlyle beon divinely fnspired
he could hardly have descelbed, with
clenrer prophetic vision, more precisely
the candition of the Amerionn  peopla ut
tha present time,

We are passing through our “trinl pers
lod", Take Kansas for initance, Woro
ever orops mors abundant?  Was ever
health more lotact? Wasever s people
more fndustrious or more economical?

In the midet of sll this seeming pros-
perity the cry of poverty comes ufi from
the producers, and the mls-statesmen ut-
tars the “monstrous falsehood," over-
production, The same “Infumoun He™ 1y
“thrown upon the breeze by a sentle el
tor through i corrupt press"and what is
the result?

The “lnfamous He™ ratifled by the  bal-
Jot of the producer, bringing “ruin upon
Mu country, serfdom upon himself and
the death of oppresslon upon his chil-
dren '

The most abundant erop for yeam.
What Is it worth?

Comn, 15 cents per bushel;oats ton cents
and wheat 60 cents per bushel,

Why is thin?

Ask the Inwyer, the partisan aditor, the

or the so-called statesmen and

Waa ever llo more spparent on the face
of itY

They have told you In subatancs, that
if you had not produced o mueh you
would be more prosperons; that you
would have made more woney; that the
country lu geneml wonld be In a  better
conditlon finknelally, if the people would
not work so haed and overproduge every-
thing, [ov short, we raise so much to ont
that some of our peopla must go hangry;
manufsoture so much elothing and s0
many bootk amdd shoes that some of us
must go engged wnd hurefoot; that we diy
out 4o much conl that many must  suflor
for want of fire, Oh, the Mmslness of
such srgument, How loog will the poo-
ple permit themsolves 1o ho gulled by
nuch palpable falsehoods?

Down heraln Arkaveas we liave a par
Ul falluro of crops wid weare told that
that Is the cause of bard times, Tu Kan-
po thoy are blesswd with un  abundance
and that Is said to have cnused hard timen
on docount of an overproduction.

O] the cheek, the gall It must requiro
for thess soll-lmportant, delf-concelted,
blatant politicnl demagognes, who nover
produontd adollar's worth of wealth o
their lives, to mako such statemonts, to
propagato such Hes, But o plty it is that
in this onlightened age there can b
found any considerable number of foola
ready and willing to “mtify this fnfamons
Ile with thelr bullor”

Is avorproduction posible?  No, Why?
Because on the products of lnbor we llve,
Labor feeds us, clothes uk, warms us and
bullds hotses In which to Hye,

Now suppose that eairybody had n sur-
plus of all thess things, Would the ery
of poverty and wall of despalr go out
through the Isnd? The productions of
labor contribute to the happloess and
comfort of the human family; they are
nbsolutely nocessary to  the ex
lutence of the human moa,
Is It posaible, then,that these eloments
properly distributed, can entail misery
nnd poverty upon the poaple? The idea
16 too absund to think ubout; it I8 to6 ro-
pugnant to  comman senge, There might
be snch o thing os the overproduction of
one or two things, to the neglect of some-
thing else equally ud importunt; but  this
would bo sonn corrected by the lows in
producing it as compared with the profts
In producing that which is neglected, and
the equilibrium 1s soon restored; but there
never can be a general overproduction,
(except, perhaps, of fodls.)

The real couse of the general industrlal
dopression throughout the country s un
Inequitable gystemof distribution.  Sta

tigtics show that the wealth of the eoun-
try hus increased within the last tweoty-
five yoitrs from sixteen billion to aixty
billion No other o&mﬁy has at
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producers we have sstonlihed the world.

It would soem that with all this In-
ereass of wealth, all made by tho produc
ord, that the Industrinl masses ought
be In o prosperons und happy condition.
[t Is vaelogd to add that such I8 not the
onge, Dut why? W have had o repotls
tlon of tho atatensont that wo have crested
within that Ums no less than five (o sev-
en thousand millionalres. But thia is no
answor to tho question. how did these
men acoumulate  such large fortunes
while others, the real producers of wonlth
wers growlng pooyerall the time? Bqual:
lid poverty on the one hand, and optilent
wenlth on the other, are only the results
of a system, and men and orgaunizations
wre only loalng thalr time pasing resolu-
tioma and condemning the men who have
become wenlthy, while they themsslvea
are pustaining by thelr badlots the syste m
fraught with all these svili,

And what is acivilization worth that
prod uces such resulta? What of a states-
nan who utters pot bls wamning againat
I8 evil tondenclea? What of & Clristi-
anlty that dare not unmmsk its roftenness
and sound the warning noto of dangor?
And what of & constituency, & freeman
that will satify thls condition of things
with Lls Dallot?

The groat trouble lies in our own sys:
tem of disteibution.  Produoction nod dis-
tribution are the two factors which muost
mike up our National grontuess, Au s
cortninly apparent to all, we produce wd-
mirably, but wo do not distribute  proper,
ly.

The two principal factors In distribu-
tlon are money and transportation, These,
properly controlled, are the beneflcent
agonts orservants of commerce,  But un:
der our pystom  they have become the
masters of commerce, They fix the terms
upon which commerce shall bo earrled
on and sustalned, They lavy tribute on
the products of labor with an lron hand,
(iovernors, judges, courts nnd logialatures
do their bidding. Even the Exeoutive of
the oatlon s not without the pals of their
Influence, Those who control these sgeats
of dlstribution have scoumulated vust for-
tunes, and wo have this snomalous condi-
tion: The nation wealthy, but tha peopls
poor,

For want of space we shall not under-
take anything like u discoasion of some
of the prominent polnts relsting o this
moit important question, but will content
ourselves by indicativg some of the evils
which result from the presout eystem,
and the importance of applylag the prop-
or remedy. For a full discussion of Uhis
whole question with the proper remedy
the reader is referred to “History of the
Wheel and Alliance and lmpending Rev-

timo fn the history of tio World)
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ghown such mpld Inorenss of wenlth, As

Wo have already stated that money sud
tmoaportation. were the two  prineipal
sgents of dlstelbution, Money ne a me-
dium of exchange fuellltates  barter, Ine
fuses new lifo sud enterpriso in  avery
avocation. As an agent of distribition
It may be subdivided as porforming two
distinet functions, or rather #y bearing
{wo different velatlons In performing s
funotionn, They aro usury and commeron
or trade.

When wa consider the power of Iibar-
out and the evile which It ontalls upon all
whocome within rench of ity grasplog
tontacios, wo are not left to  conjeetura
the Impottisnce which this branck of our
subject e to the matter under dlsgus

pormits iaelf to be dmwn lnto thi \
that his wwidlowed tho nations.  Slxten

thousand milllony'of dolian worth of e
torest bearing, sonl devourlag mortgages
resting upon the homes of our people,

ing publie Indebtednen 1o eating away
the vitls of Amerioan Industey, %

Eleven thousand millions of private ln-
dabtedness i sapplog the energies of the
natlon's producers.  Thirty-thedo  thous-
milllons of dollars Indebtedness!

Thin ls the horltage we are preparing
to bequonth to our chilldven, This ls the
Incubus on Amerloan labor. This ln the
Upas troo that Is polsoning every alemens
of nutlonul grestnoes; robblug enterprise
of ita energy; Industry of its rownsd, pul-
lio mpirit of Ita patriotism and posterity of
Ite Inheritapce,  What Ia the Interest bur-
den¥ At slght per cont It amounts o
two billlen woven hundred and thiny
millioos of dollars per sonum.  This
vt sum I annually teansferrod from the
producers to the non-prodijcers;  Usiey
doos it.  Intorest In usury. The greater
partof this pum becowes principal and bs
ench year wadded to the nggregate
amount of the Indebtedosss of the ocoun-
try and becomea an additional burden
upon the proflts of Industry,

Lot us now conslder for & momant what
thila viat sum menns,

Twenty-seven hundred and thirgy mil
lions of dolinrs annual Interost !

It roprasonts the value of all the whest
ralsed In the United Siates In six yesrs, ub
ono dollar per hushiel,

It ropresents all the corn raised o five
years, at thisty-llve conts por buahel, _

It ropresonts more than the civil war |
cost for any one year,

All the whent, corn, hny, cotton and
onts mlsed In the United Siates In ooy
yoar, sold at the highest price obtainablé
would not bring money enongh to pay
this annusl Intorest barden, -

1t would requirs & tmin of o4re ro 1
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